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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) ±A is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) ±A is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed January 31 , 2008. The 
rejection of claims 1-4 claims 1-4 under35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mori JP 2003-308875 is overcome.. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Takahashi 6,632,572. 

Takahashi teaches a nonaqueous secondary battery 1 comprising a nonaqueous 
electrolyte containing at least one type selected from a sultone compound, cyclic 
sulfate, and vinylene carbonate and at least one type selected from an alkyl benzene 
derivative having tertiary carbon neighboring phenyl groups, a cycloalkyl benzene 
derivative, and a biphenyl derivative. The battery also includes a positive electrode 3 
and a negative electrode 4. See abstract. 
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Takahashi does not expressly disclose the vinylene carbonate or 
cycloakylbenzene ratios of 0.5 to 1 0 parts by mass per tOO parts by mass of the solvent. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the instant invention was made to employ the instant solvents in the amount of 0.5 to 10 
parts by mass per tOO parts by mass of the solvent, since it has been held that 
discovering an optimum value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Boesch, 617 F.2d 272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980). The skilled artisan 
recognizes that the solvent concentration directly effects ion conductivity between the 
electrodes. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, with respect to Mori have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejection has been withdrawn. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Monique Wills whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-1309. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30am 
to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan, may be reached at 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Monique M Wills/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



/Stephen J. Kalafut/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



